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Summary 

This document describes the technical document requirements for EU RoHS-2, which is 

necessary to apply the CE Mark. The paper also offers recommendations about the 

qualifications of compliance documents in preparing the technical documents for 

Technical Document File - EU RoHS-2, based on GreenSoft’s experience in collecting 

various RoHS compliance documents from suppliers. 

Requirements of Technical Documents for Obtaining CE Mark 

The updated RoHS Directive 2011/65/EC (also known as RoHS Recast or RoHS-2) has 

requirements on technical documents, which is part of the requirements to affix the CE 

Mark. Article 7(b) from the updated RoHS Directive specifies the requirements on 

technical documents by referencing to another EU Directive – 768/2008/EC. Annex II 

of Module A (Internal Production Control) of EU Directive 768/2008/EC points out that 

the requirements for technical documents are the same as those from the EN 50581 

specification. But the draft EN 50581 specification requires that the RoHS-2 technical 

documentation file must have one or more of the following documents: 

(1) Supplier declaration or contractual agreement 

(2) Material declaration, or 

(3) Test report 

 

The logical sequence of these regulations and the final requirements on technical 

documents are shown in both summary chart and detailed below. 
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Technical Documentation 

1. Test Report – Test reports are commonly available from Asia-based suppliers but 

far less common in other regions. Typically the test report will show the name of 

the material that was under testing but not the name of the component or the 

manufacturer part number. Therefore, the recipient of the test report will have to 

spend time matching the part number of the component to the material name 

listed in the test report. A sample test report is shown below. Once the validation 

of the component part number with the material name is done and the matching 

has been validated, the test report can be used as a technical document for RoHS-

2. 
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2. Material Declaration – Material declaration means the full material declaration 

data provided by the supplier. The declaration must show the chemical composition 

of every homogeneous material if the component is composed of many 

homogeneous materials. The declaration can also be a flat chemical composition 

list if the component itself is composed of a single material. Two typical material 

declaration documents are shown below. The full material declaration document 

can be a technical document for RoHS-2. 

The first sample from Diodes, Inc. is of a surface mount component. Please note 

that it is the full material declaration data on a package material which discloses 

the full material declaration on a number of part families. The detailed chemical 

composition also lists the associated CAS number for each chemical. 

 

 

The second sample from Vishay is of another surface mount component, 

specifically from the CRCW0603 part family. The declaration details the chemical 

composition of each subpart or homogeneous material. Please note that the 

chemical disclosure does not include the associated CAS number. As part of 

GreenSoft’s standard data management services, we will identify and validate the 

CAS numbers so that your company can focus on core competencies such as 

improving the product. GreenSoft will validate and convert such full material 

declaration data into a variety of formats, including  IPC-1752A XML format.  If you 

have purchased GreenData Manager software, we will deliver in GreenSoft’s 

PartData XML format. 

 



 

©2014 GreenSoft Technology, Inc. Page 5 of 16 Proprietary and Confidential 

 

 

 

 



 

©2014 GreenSoft Technology, Inc. Page 6 of 16 Proprietary and Confidential 

3. Supplier Declaration and/or Contractual Agreements – Some suppliers 

cannot or will not provide a test report or any material declaration documentation. 

They only provide a declaration document to certify RoHS compliant status on their 

products or parts. Based on the level of declaration, GreenSoft classifies these 

declarations into two different categories: CoC (Certificate of Compliance) and PoC 

(Proof of Compliance). Within CoC and PoC there are many subcategories.  

 

3.1  CoC – Type 1 (full loaded) – These documents contain a company logo, 

RoHS declaration statement (including exemption details), product ID or part 

number, company and contact information, and signature. An example from 

Bourns is shown below. 
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3.2 CoC – Type 2 (w/o signature)– These documents contain a company logo, 

RoHS declaration statement (including exemption details), product ID or part 

number, company and contact information. An example from Cole-Parmer is 

shown below. 
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3.3 CoC – Type 3 (w/o signature and w/part families) – These documents 

contain a company logo, RoHS declaration statement (including exemption 

details), product family ID or part families, company and contact info. An 

example from Walsin is shown below. 
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3.4 CoC – Type 4 (standard IPC-1752 declaration in PDF or IPC-1752A 

declaration in XML) – These documents are in IPC-1752 PDF format and are 

of the older RoHS declaration statement, The statement may not detail 

exemptions; if an exemption is listed, GreenSoft will request an updated IPC-

1752A or other type of CoC from the supplier. Sometimes the statement is in 

IPC-1752A XML format, with product family ID or part families, company and 

contact info. Sometimes a digital signature is included. An example from AVX is 

shown below. 
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3.5  PoC – Type 1 (Web site declaration) – A compliance declaration is made 

through the supplier’s web site, listing the specific part number and the RoHS 

compliance status. The RoHS definition statement may be listed in another 

page. GreenSoft will deem this declaration a Proof of Compliance (PoC) 

document for RoHS-2. An example from JAE is shown below. 
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3.6 PoC – Type 2 (Declaration from Web site plus Excel table) – A compliance 

statement is made through the supplier’s web site and the compliance status is 

provided through an Excel table, listing specific part families or part numbers 

and the RoHS compliance status. GreenSoft will consider this declaration a Proof 

of Compliance (PoC) document for RoHS-2. An example from Panasonic is 

shown below. 
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3.7  PoC – Type 3 (Declaration from Web site and table) – A compliance 

statement is made through the supplier’s web site and the compliance status is 

provided in another table in the web site, listing specific part families or part 

numbers and the RoHS compliance status in a table. GreenSoft will consider 

this declaration as a Proof of Compliance (PoC) document for RoHS-2. An 

example from Fastron is shown below. 
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3.8 PoC – Type 4 (RoHS status obtained from the material declaration)– 

sometimes the supplier does not provide RoHS compliance status but provides 

a material declaration instead. GreenSoft will derive the RoHS compliance 

status from this material declaration. GreenSoft will consider the declaration as 

a Proof of Compliance (PoC) document for RoHS-2. An example from Jinpao is 

shown below. 
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3.9 PoC – Type 5 (RoHS status obtained from the test report) – Sometimes 

the supplier does not provide the RoHS compliance status but the RoHS test 

report instead. GreenSoft will derive the RoHS compliance status from the test 

report. GreenSoft will deem the test report as a Proof of Compliance (PoC) 

document for RoHS-2. An example from Both Harvest Tech is shown below. 

 

 

 

3.10  PoC – Type 6 (Drawing for Built-to-Spec part)– Sometimes the supplier 

does not provide a RoHS compliance document on a Built-to-Spec or 

customized part, but the RoHS status has been specified in the drawing file of 

a customized part. With the customer’s approval, GreenSoft will deem such 

drawing file as a Proof of Compliance (PoC) document for RoHS-2. 
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Summary Table 

 

CoC (Certificate of Compliance) and PoC (Proof of Compliance) Subcategory Types 
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Conclusion 

The key to managing the technical documents for RoHS-2 is in the supplier declaration 

and/or contract agreement. GreenSoft provides different categories and subcategories 

to help classify the level of strength for each type of declaration. In GreenSoft's 

experience, to compile the technical documentation to demonstrate compliance with 

substance restrictions (RoHS 2) to affix the CE Mark, you would need to have a 

combination of the supplier declaration such as the CoC document/PoC document, and 

the material composition declaration data/lab test report.  

When there is only one type of supplier declaration document available on certain 

components and no material composition declaration data or lab test reports are 

available, GreenSoft will recommend to take all CoC documents (from CoC Type-1 to 

CoC Type-4) or certain types of PoC documents (PoC Type-4 and PoC Type-5) as the 

minimum due diligence for preparing the technical documents for EN50581:2012. 

Please note that the requirements of EN50581:2012 are not just for preparing the 

declaration documents and the technical documents file, but also for the due diligence 

frame work that you need to set up in your company – for example, you need to have 

a procurement policy in buying only the RoHS compliant parts. You also need to have 

a risk assessment mechanism in evaluating the high risk suppliers that could only 

provide a simple RoHS compliant declaration document on their components but fail to 

provide any evidential proof (such as test report or material composition data) on how 

they arrive at the conclusion of RoHS compliance for their parts.  It is the 

manufacturer’s responsibility to carry out the conformity assessment, to set up the 

technical document file, to issue the declaration of conformity and to affix the CE 

Mark.  

  

Note - The IP ownership of each diagram or chart illustrated in this article belongs to 

the respective manufacturer individually. 

 

 


